BY ORDER  OF THE  SHAH

picturesque and gaudy, was no longer to be seen, except
on special occasions. Armenian craftsmen excelled in the
fashioning of weapons of war, casting formidable cannon;
for martial blood still coursed through their veins, despite
persecution by Tartars, Saracens, Turks, and Persians.
Zanzameh, the famous old gun in Lahore, with mention of
which Kipling opened Kim, was cast by an Armenian, the
eighteenth-century Krupp of India, who decorated the
barrel with two long inscriptions in Persian, setting forth
that his order had been to make a gun "terrible as a dragon
and huge as a mountain."

We were warmly welcomed at the Armenian Cathedral,
heavy with paintings and rich carpets. Built three hun-
dred years ago, little had been altered. The style more or
less followed that of the Russian Orthodox Church, square
beneath a round dome. Rich rugs covered the floor. A
travelling Florentine artist, who certainly gave his em-
ployers their money's worth, decorated every inch of wall
and ceiling with striking scenes. One space was devoted
to an awesome representation of Life and Death. Below
was Hell, the occupants bare and glistening, sweating
from tongues of flame.

"Uncommonly perspirated," Rumi remarked,

A few feet higher up the wall, Hell gave place to earth,
peopled mainly by partially clad priests, presumably on
their way to the Heaven above, where the occupants were
fully robed, and manifesting every sign of enjoying them-
selves.

Breast high, all round the walls, were vivid reminders
of frightful horrors in store for the transgressor. Three
gentlemen, surprisingly endowed with benign features,
" constituted themselves the torturers of an unfortunate girl.
One was having a happy half-hour gouging out her eyes;
another was busy disembowelling her; the third was
pleasantly engaged in breaking her legs with ankle screws,
The next panel showed a hog wearing a golden crown;
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